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Recently, Historia Mathematics published news of the correspondence of the 
Italian mathematicians L. Cremona, S. Pincherle, and A. Genocchi. The cataloging 
and publication of these letters are an important initiative for the history of Italian 
mathematics of the 19th and 20th centuries and represent an innovative method- 
ological approach. In the Opere of Italian mathematicians, edited by the Unione 
Matematica Italiana, for example, no correspondence has ever been published, 
with the exceptions of L. Bianchi (Vol. XI, Ed. E. G. Togliatti) and of G. Vitali 
(Ed. by M. T. Borgato and L. Pepe). 
The methodological approach which has prevailed until recently produces a 
fragmentary picture of mathematics by exclusively highlighting the activities of 
mathematicians concerned with the production of theorems. Other aspects, which 
interact with the cultural and social context and which can also affect the contents 
of research have generally been neglected, except when references are occasion- 
ally made to the “isolation” surrounding the mathematicians’ work. 
We believe, on the contrary, that the boundaries between scientific and nonsci- 
entific matters are less clear and rigid and that it is worth exploring such uncertain 
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terrain, even for the role it plays in the history of mathematical thought. In 
particular, correspondence and personal testimonies, even when their content is 
not strictly mathematical, can help one to reconstruct the complex factors that 
enter into mathematical activity, the scientific figures involved in it, their political 
choices in the academic and institutional fields and their positions in relation to 
the cultural context of the country. It could easily have negative consequences if 
mathematicians and historians of mathematics delegated this research to other 
disciplines. 
For these reasons, the research group P.RI.ST.EM. has begun a series of 
“Quaderni,” publishing the letter of Italian mathematicians of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. These “Quaderni” are intended essentially as a working tool making 
the material in question accessible. Thus the transcriptions of the letters will be 
accompanied by brief introductions by the editors and a system of explanatory 
notes. 
The “Quaderno” No. 1, edited by P. Nastasi, was published in the spring 1990 
and contains the letters of Italian mathematicians (L. Bianchi, F. Enriques, M. 
Picone, F. Severi, L. Tonelli, etc.) to Giovanni Gentile, philosopher, ideologist of 
Fascism, Minister of Education, and recognized “maitre a penser” in Italy be- 
tween the two world wars. 
The correspondence of E. Bompiani, edited by G. Paoloni, and the letters to the 
mathematician and historian of mathematics, G. Vacca, from G. Peano, G. Vailati, 
etc. were published in 1991. We also intend to bring out the correspondence of 
M. Pieri, a member of Peano’s school who is particularly remembered for his 
contributions in the areas of algebraic geometry and the foundations of geometry. 
This list reflects the tendency of our research on modern Italian mathematics. 
We have no intention of highlighting one of its aspects over another but rather of 
trying to reconstruct its internal evolution in the context of Italian society during 
this period. 
